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books. 


and ‘Pin, pan, musky, dan,’ made him roar with laughtei. e sai ?nus . *y, 
dan, especially was beyond endurance, bringing up an Insiman anc ns iat 
fresh from the Spice Islands and odoriferous Ind. , she getting quite itter 
in her displeasure at his ill behaviour and stupidness. 

“ Then he would read ballads to her in his own glorious way, the two get- 
ting wild with excitement over Gil Momcc . 

It is not only the fascination of this lovely friendship which attracts us to 
■“ Pet Marjorie.” In all our efforts at education, the thing we want to guide us 
is a faithful transcript of a child's mind. How does he take it all? Now 
here we have a hint, for Marjorie kept a journal, an altogether original 
document. She was away at Edinburgh on a two years’ visit to her aunt, 
and kept this unique diary, presumably, for her mother’s benefit. Here you 
get Marjorie — all the more a typical child because so exquisitely gifted. 
Here, but this is from a letter, is a specimen of Marjorie’s style : — 

“ I am now going to tell you of the horrible and dreadful plague that my 
multiplication gives me ; you can’t conceive it — the most devilish thing is 8 
times S and 7 times 7— it is what Nature itself can’t endure.” 

We fear Marjorie never finally worsted this enemy ; she died before she 
was eight ! But “ Pet ” has tempted us beyond reasonable limits, so only 
one word more. Should the little book be out of print a stiff demand might 
secure us a new edition. 


PRIZES. 


1. The prize of One Guinea offered by “Vera” for the best short article 
on the management of a nursery, with rules, is held over until our next issue, 
because, until the date of going to press, rules have been sent in, but not 
articles. Competitions should be sent not later than July io. 

2. Mrs. Alfred Booth offers a prize of One Guinea for the best list of 
amity, or nursery, dinners for a fortnight (summer). The dishes should be 

nice, nourishing, digestible, inexpensive, seasonable, not difficult to cook, 

and should offer sufficient variety. Upon these points the award will be 
made. 

Competitions to be sent in by July 30, to Editor, care of Publishers, 
Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, W.C. 


* From an article in North British Review, cited in Pet Mario 
. lessrs. Simpkin and Marshall, London and Edinburgh, is. 1864. 


BY THE WAY. 


Professor Huxley says that the great want of the day is a “ capacity, 
■catcher? an arrangement or contrivance which shall select the capable girl 
01 X) y ou t se t of his or her career, and shall thus provide for the culti- 

vation of talent which would otherwise be overlooked, and which the public 
cannot afford to waste. 


The late Sir S. Fowell Buxton said, “The longer I live the more I am 
certain that the great difference between men, between the feeble and the 
powerful, the great and the insignificant, is energy — invincible determination, 
a purpose once fixed, and then, death or victory. That quality will do any- 
thing that can be done in this world ; and no talents, no circumstances, no 
opportunities will make a two-legged creature a Man without it.” 


Extracts from the “ Life of the Abbe Dupanloup” : — 

“ A master must look after everything — from the soul of a child to the 
strings of its shoes. 

“ Nothing is little in a work where all is great . 

“ As Bishop of Orleans he reduced to rule not only the entire machinery 
of diocesan administration, but in particular that of his cathedral. He drew 
up with his own hands not only the rules for the cure, the vicars, and every 
one else employed on the establishment, but even the choir* boys as well. It 
was the same with his own household. On the principle formulated by 
S. Paul, that a Bishop should govern his own house, he wrote out (down to 
the minutest detail) a rule for each of his domestic servants, and put it into 
their hands when they entered his house. ‘It would be unjust and unreason- 
able, ’ he said, ‘ not to tell people what they have to do, and then to repro. 
them with not having done it, or be surprised that it was not c (),ie ‘ 
mind, though occupied with the sublimest thoughts, too in 1 
smallest details, and Ins practical common sense made him “ ' 

what an eslen, inattention and uncertainty in auch nan.ter. produce dtao^er 
and irregularity in a household, and the immense advantages of rule, otder, 

‘Meditate on the Holy JJg .*• 
humility, poverty, silence, and obedience o t le ^ 

"r ™ , '7£-Sx w r«. H : 

eohTured^nam'ami'l am^ot^ashamed ,o »ylt. T — *“* 
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. J „„„ : n t he conflict which was so long carried 

career respecting the cobured r ^ ^ ^ effect produced on my mind, 

■> was large y did ^ ^ QUt to influen ce me ; 


on in this country 


when 1 was between eight and ten. • • ^ knQW it unt ii a gre at while after- 

impulses which were ** * ^ 

direction. ... sainted has exerted a singular 

me memo > > fourteen or fifteen I began to be 

influence upon me. After 1 came to oc , 

distinctly conscious that there was a s.lent, secret, and, if you please to call 
it so, romantic influence which was affecting me. It grew and >t grows, so. 
that in some parts of my nature I think I have more communion with my 
mother, whom I never saw except as a child three years old, than with any 
vino- being. I am conscious that all my life long there has been a morali 
power in my memory of her. It is evident to me that while in education 
and other material respects her death was a deprivation, it was also an. 
inspiration and communion — one of those invisible blessings which faith 
comprehends, but which we are apt not to weigh and to estimate. . . . The 
teacher of mathematics taught me to conquer in studying. There is a very 
hour in which a young nature, tugging, discouraged, and weary with books, 
rises with the consciousness of victorious power into masterhood. For ever 
after he knows that he can learn any thing if he pleases . It is a distinct 
intellectual conversion. 

44 4 That lesson must be learned ,’ he said, in a very quiet tone, but with a 
terrible intensity and with the certainty of Fate. All explanations and 
excuses he trod under foot with utter scornfulness. 4 1 want that problem. 

I don’t want any reasons why I don’t get it. . . . You need not study it at 
all, or you may study it ten hours — just to suit yourself. What do I care how 
you get it ? That’s your business, but you must have it.’ It was tough for a 
green bo), but it seasoned him. In less than a month I had the most intense 
sense of intellectual independence and courage to defend my recitations. 

* \t } In 1116 m * dst a lesson his cold and calm voice would fall upon me — 
°' * hesitated, stopped, then went back to the beginning, and on reach- 

SPOt uttered with the tone of perfect conviction, 

barred my progress. The next ! ’ and I sat down in red rnnfi,.!™ w . 



have learned nothing i tfu youTrewr^ "ifTlfthe^ V ° U J? 0W ' t- Y ° U 
ness is to say 7 «, and to prove it ! ’ ' h W ° rld SayS No ' y0Ur buS1 ' 

a fire. . wJs^ariv tau hi? 8 e ' ght t0 g ° downstairs and build 

called hardships ; but he cam/in ? W01 ’ and endure what might now be 
“ I am thankful that i ieamed f l ° 1x8 glad ° f this experience.) 
suspenders and mittens. I know a vood'dT 1 *° K dS ‘ 1 . know how to knit 
ting, planing, and things of that sort I a about saw mg, chopping, split- 
anything, so that when travelline on th» Wd * . ought U P t0 P°t my hand to 
and I came to an abandoned black-smoiT^' 655 ’ and my borse lost a shoe > 
and fix the old shoe and put it on a<nin Ui°/’ 1 could go in > star t the fire, 
P again. What Man has done, Man CAN do; 
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^anything. 

Toasts, "• had - 

labour as degrading. He wrote ‘Itismvd mad e them look upon 

labour is indispensable to intellectual and ^ pkvsical 

“While Henry Ward Beechers memory of Jords, and the like 

was very bad, rendering it almost impossible for him to quote accurately, or 
recall figures or dates, yet his memory of facts was wonderfully accurate. 
The language by which he learned a fact he could seldom repeat, but the 
information he never forgot. The former was only the shell ; it was the 
meat of the nut that he cared for.”— From a Mother's Note-Book. 

Vera. 


OUR WORK. 


Our Summer Session must, we regret to say, be postponed to another 
year. We have received offers of valuable help and charming invitations 
but our announcement came out unavoidably so late that many of our 
friends had already made arrangements for the summer, and there is not 
sufficient promise of support to warrant the carrying out of the scheme 
this year. 

The Parents ’ Review School . We receive great credit for this “brilliant 
idea,” and we are indeed happy to have met a strongly-felt need of that 
clientele of 44 Parents ” to whose service we devote ourselves. We are deeply 
gratified, too, by many words of heart-felt appreciation of the Parents' 
Review which have reached us in this connection ; but our pupils, so far, are 
the children of cultivated parents, for the most part, with able governesses. 
FJo doubt the School will be an invaluable auxiliary to these ; but will not 
our readers help us to reach families less favourably circumstanced? Will 
they not send the numbers of the Parents' Review about to young parents 
who have never heard of the publication ? Parents who wish to enter their 
•children after the holidays should write at once to the editor (care of the 
publishers) : the preparation of the necessary papers is a work of time. 

Onward and Upward. Will our readers remember that “Onward and 
Upward” is our cottage magazine ; and will they endeavour to introduce it ? 
Free specimen copies (P.N.E.U. edition) may be had by applying to the 
Secretary of 44 Onward and Upward,” Haddo House, Aberdeen. 


